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ABOUT 
        WHEAT RIDGE 2020

Mission Statement
Advancing Wheat Ridge as a vibrant and sustainable community.
 
Vision Statement
A movement of citizens is actively engaged in shaping and 
sustaining the community.

Core Values
• Community: Empowering, Influencing, Connecting, Inclusive, 

Transparent, Creative
• Catalyst for Revitalization: Innovative support for local business  

and property
• Future-oriented: Optimistic, Inventive, Believe in Community 

Potential
• Sustainability: Perpetuating and Growing
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Strategic Plan Summary
The Wheat Ridge 2014-2016 strategic plan identifies the focus and provides di-
rection for the organization through 2016 in three priority areas: Organizational 
Sustainability; Encourage Development; and Community Building and Identity.

Priority A: Organizational Sustainability 
Goal 1: Achieve financial sustainability for achieving our mission and attracting 
and retaining stakeholder households and businesses. 
Goal 2: Promote Wheat Ridge 2020’s brand and mission increasing local citizen 
and regional recognition for Wheat Ridge 2020’s work as measured by the citi-
zen survey and other tools. 

Priority B: Encourage Development 
Goal 3: Pursue opportunities to catalyze and support commercial development. 
Goal 4: Support development and investment along 38th Ave corridor and  
adjacent neighborhoods. 

Priority C: Community Building and Identity 
Goal 5: Support and further define the positive and cohesive brand for the 
Wheat Ridge community. 
Goal 6: Develop leaders and engaged community members to contribute to a 
vibrant and sustainable community
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR   
        & BOARD PRESIDENT

Britta Fisher Executive Director 

Wheat Ridge 2020 is volunteer powered, staff supported and board directed. Together we advance Wheat Ridge as a vibrant and sustain-
able community. As I reflect on the ten years since our incorporation on December 8, 2005, I remember many ideas. We have dreamt up 
all sorts of creative and out-of-the-box ideas to make Wheat Ridge better.

As life teaches, ideas are easy and action is hard. We now have a track record of progress. We have done hard work and made investments 
that yielded great results. We have collected the talents of many and created new events, programs and materials that help us all show-
case a better Wheat Ridge.

As we move forward, I hope you will join us with your ideas, your time, your talents and your treasures. It is time to plant the seeds, do the 
pruning and layout our vision for what is possible in the next 10 years and beyond. We welcome your voice and presence.

Janeece Hoppe Board President 

When I look back to five years ago when we purchased a property on 38th Avenue and moved our business Compass Construction to 
Wheat Ridge, I can see the change that has occurred. There were distressed properties for sale and for lease surrounding us. The building 
we purchased was a half-done shell with mold and foliage inside. Now, buildings are spruced up and some are redeveloped. More vibrant 
businesses have invested in Wheat Ridge.

Wheat Ridge 2020 has been at the heart of this transformation. There are still opportunities to grow and revitalize, but the progress is 
evident. As we celebrate 10 years as an organization, it is a great time to take stock, remember what has been accomplished, and look 
forward to what is to come. I hope that you will join me in volunteering, donating and getting involved in the community.
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BOARD OF   
        DIRECTORS & STAFF

Jessica Klingsporn,
Secretary

Joseph Giordano,
Treasurer

Ron Benson Karen Berry Kelly Brooks

Mike Gauthier Tara Jahn Jerry Nealon David SchaferJoe DeAguero Michael Kolesar 

Kristine Disney, 
Vice President
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WHAT WE’VE 
        ACCOMPLISHED

Welcome to Wheat Ridge Tour

We tell the story of how Wheat Ridge has grown and revitalized with great community 
amenities through our marketing and positioning tours. The chartered bus tours, Welcome 
to Wheat Ridge and Explore Wheat Ridge, saw around 100 people become more familiar 
with the nooks and crannies of Wheat Ridge, including parks, neighborhoods, stores and 
restaurants. Architectural enthusiasts turned out to the third Mid Century and Modern Tour 
in Wheat Ridge to tour six excellent homes in the community. About 350 attendees enjoyed 
the 2015 tour and after party at modmood.

Our partnership with the Wheat Ridge Police Department and City of Wheat Ridge grew with 
the expansion of our successful East Wheat Ridge program. The program to help clean up 
neighborhoods and reduce crime was expanded to three neighborhoods and renamed TLC 
Wheat Ridge. Over 40 30-yard dumpsters were provided, filled with junk and hauled away 
through our program’s Clean Up Days. We also provided grants to support neighborhood 
block parties and dumpsters for block specific clean up weekend events.

Our low-interest loan fund added both home and business loans in the last year. These 
investments upgrade our housing stock and enhance our commercial corridors.

This year saw the birth of a new academy for community leadership. Wheaties Academy 
provides dedicated community members across generations and geographies with the 
inspiration and the skills to turn ideas into action from the ground up.
 
With support of mentors and other community members, participants learn how to 
creatively address challenges in Wheat Ridge by focusing on possibilities and contributing 
gifts. Sixteen residents graduated from the program in 2015 and provided community proj-
ects like #WheatiesLove to express neighborly gratitude and Connect 2 Creek to shine a light 
on a gem in our community, our wetlands.

Wheaties Academy
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Explore Wheat Ridge Tour

TLC Wheat Ridge Clean Up DaysMid Century Modern Tour



Wheat Ridge 2020

08

.............................................

.............................................

Partners in a Vibrant Wheat Ridge

RIDGE
        AT 38

Ridge at 38 Criterium

The Ridge at 38 grew as a regionally recognized moniker for Wheat Ridge’s 
main street. In fact, Ridge at 38 was recognized with the 2014 Governor’s 
Award for Downtown Excellence for Best Marketing and Branding. New 
businesses were added to RidgeAt38.com and the Ridge at 38 app on iTunes 
and Google Play stores.

The marketing events to draw people to Ridge at 38 experienced excellent 
growth. In late 2014 we had over 3,000 participants at Ridgefest, nearly 
2,000 attendees at Trunk or Treat, and around 3,000 merry people at the 
Holiday Celebration on Ridge at 38. This attraction to Ridge at 38 events 
continued in 2015 with 457 racers and 3,000 in the crowds for the short-
loop bicycle race at the Ridge at 38 Criterium, over 400 enjoyed the music, 
art and outdoor movie at Friday Night Live, around 5,500 guests at Ridge-
fest, and 2,800 eager trick-or-treaters at Trunk or Treat. 
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Trunk or TreatHoliday CelebrationRidgefest
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LIVE 
        LOCAL

Yoga in the Park

Cruiser Crawl

We continue to connect our residents with one another and local businesses through Live 
Local Wheat Ridge.

Live Local Dines
Live Local Dines features a local restaurant or food vendor on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month.  We partner with new as well as established eateries to help attract more diners to 
Wheat Ridge restaurants. Our 2014-2015 season saw over 460 people attend.

Live Local Active
In 2015, we added Yoga for Children to our Yoga in the Park series. We partnered with the 
Wheat Ridge Active Transportation Advisory Team for Bike to Work day and for our Star 
Wars themed Cruiser Crawl. Our bicycle Cruiser Crawls in the summer continued to be 
popular for families and individuals and activated several local restaurants. Walk to Connect 
took the lead in providing free community walks. Active living is catching on and we were 
pleased to grow our organizational partners. Our 2014-2015 season attracted over 245 
participants.  We had great weather for our 3rd Gobble Jog/Walk in 2014 and had over 75 
people walk and jog together along Clear Creek Trail on Thanksgiving morning.

Live Local Harvest
The Food and Film series gathered those interested in local foods for community potlucks 
and agriculture-focused films. Over 75 attended the Food and Film series and another 65 
attended the crop drop to help share abundant harvests with those in need.
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OUR 
        FINANCIALS

FY 14-15 Income: $428,444

FY 14-15 Expenses: $398,900

Wheat Ridge 2020 operates on a fiscal year. The financials reflected 
here are for July 1, 2014, to June 30, 2015. The financials were audited 
by Wilson Downing Group and given their highest opinion for accuracy 
with no weaknesses nor deficiencies. 

We are grateful for the support of many. Thank you to our Finance 
Committee and Board of Directors for reviewing our finances every 
month to give input and to ensure we are on track to reach our budget 
and goals. Thank you to our donors, sponsors and grantors who believe 
in our mission and make the work possible.

If you would like to learn more detail about our financials, please review 
our 990 financial filings on our website or request them in our office.



Wheat Ridge 2020
720-259-1030 Office
303-940-9332 Fax
 
Mailing Address:
PO Box 1268
Wheat Ridge, CO 80034-1268

Office Location:
7391 W 38th Ave, Ste 130
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

Online:
WheatRidge2020.org
         @WR2020
         facebook.com/WheatRidge2020
         linkedin.com/company/wheat-ridge-2020 
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CONNECT 
        WITH US

Carolyn Doran,
Events Manager

Colleen O’Brien,
Bookkeeper &  
Events Coordinator

Britta Fisher,
Executive Director

Wheat Ridge 2020 Staff


